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OPPORTUNITA

Azienda speciale
Camera commercio Venezia





VENICE FILM OPPORTUNITY:

PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING FUNDS FOR FILM PRODUCTION 

ART. 1 FOREWORD – SUBJECT AND AIMS

Venezi@Opportunità, a Special Agency of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Handicrafts and Agriculture, has been appointed by the Venice Chamber of Commerce under Regional Council resolution No. 57 of 26 March 2012 to manage a fund called “Venice Film Opportunity”.

The fund supports projects for which spending is foreseen in the provincial territory for the production of cinema-audio visuals.

The purpose of such funding for filmmaking is to attract entrepreunerial initiatives to the territory of the Province of Venice for cinema and television productions which can help develop the local economy, employment, promotion and enhancement of the territory, as well as facilitate jobs for students from the local universities and vocational retrainining of workers from other industries. 

These regulations define criteria and methods for supporting cinema and television productions under the “Venice Film Opportunity” funding scheme.

ART. 2 TYPE OF SUPPORT
Support is given by direct payment of part of the amount spent for a production in the territory of the Province of Venice: Venezi@Opportunità will pay directly one or more suppliers resident in the Province of Venice, identified from quotations made to the Producer. 

ART. 3 BENEFICIARIES

Funds are made available to audio visual works (in the form of productions or executive productions) for which all or part of the shooting and/or post-production of a cinema-audio visual work will be carried out in the territory of the Province of Venice. 

Cinema-audio visual works are:

· Feature films 

· Short films

· TV series/films/sitcoms/soap operas/etc.

· Documentaries 

· Animated movies 

· Music videos

· Advertise / Commercials

· Other next-generation multimedia products

Contributions will not be made to works of a pornographic, discrimanatory or racist nature or those condoning violence.

Art. 4 ELIGIBILITY AND AMOUNT OF FUNDING

Applications will be assessed according to the criteria described below and projects totalling at least 60 marks out of 100 will be deemed eligible. 

The criteria may be reviewed when the public notice is issued again.

Criteria for eligibility and marks:

Each application will be assessed according to the following criteria:

· ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT MERITS: CVs of production, producers, director, creative talent, cast, authors, subject and screenplay, etc. (30% = 30 marks)

· ECONOMIC IMPACT: the amount spent in the territory (40% = 40 marks)

· OCCUPATIONAL IMPACT: human resources resident in the Veneto employed and businesses in the Province of Venice involved as suppliers (20% = 20 marks)

· IMPACT ON TERRITORIAL PROMOTION: location visibility, etc. (10% = 10 marks)

	ITEM
	MARKS

	ASSESSMENT OF PROJECT MERITS
	MAX. 30

	CV: production, producers, director, authors, cast (any other creative talent = director of photography, screenwriter, costume designer, composer, film editor). 
	10 (up to a maximum of)

	Project destination/distribution: contracts/agreements/letters of intent
	10 (up to a maximum of)

	Production and shooting duration:

in the case of advertising/TV commercials: 2 marks per day up to a maximum of 6 marks

for the rest: 5 marks per week of shooting 

 
	

	ECONOMIC IMPACT
	MAX. 40

	Expenditure > 100,000 €
	10

	Expenditure > 300,000 €
	20

	Expenditure > 600,000 €
	30

	Expenditure > 900,000 €
	40

	OCCUPATIONAL IMPACT
	MAX. 20

	Executive producer/co-producer from the Province of Venice

(responsible for hiring local staff, etc.)
	10

	 51% of the film crew from the Veneto =10 marks

(crew and cast: in proportion, up to a max. of 10 marks) 
	10

	TERRITORIAL MARKETING IMPACT
	MAX. 10

	Subject of the film set in the Province of Venice (up to 30% of the scenes in the script set in the Province of Venice, 5 marks; over 30%, 10 marks)

Or

External shots in the territory of the Province of Venice for the purpose of enhancing its artistic, architectural, historic and tourist heritage (up to 20% of the external scenes included in the screenplay shot in the Province of Venice, 5 marks; more, 10 marks)
	Max. 10

Max. 10

	TOTAL
	MAX. 100


AMOUNT OF FUNDING

For the year 2012 the fund amounts to € 100,000 (including VAT) and the public notice is valid until 31 December 2012 or until resources are available.

Support is granted to the maximum extent of 10% of the amount spent in the territory of the Province of Venice for all types of product and 5% of the amount spent for advertising products/TV commercials, up to a maximum of 100,000 €, including VAT, and in any case to the extent funds are available. 

The amount granted to support a production will be defined on the basis of the eligibility assessment, availability of funds and in relation to the economic impact of the project on the territory.

The fund is replenished every year by the Venice Chamber of Commerce subject to the availability of resources.

CONTRACT AND FUND ALLOCATION METHOD

Once the amount has been determined, the Production Team and Venezi@Opportunità will draw up a contract in which they identify the type of costs to be charged to Venezi@Opportunità.

In any case, payment of the costs charged to Venezi@Opportunità is subject to checking the overall amount spent in the territory by the production project.

CASH FLOW STATEMENT AND FINAL BALANCE

On requesting payment, the Production Team must produce a cash flow statement and prove that it has done what was stated in the application form, presenting, for example, a list oflocal human resources employed, etc.

If Venice Opportunity considers it necessary to view or require copies of the documents, the producer, or executive producer, shall also exhibit any payment documents (a sample of the documentation or all of it) relating to each item of costs making up the final balance of the project to which support is granted.

At all events the balance will be paid only after the presentation of regular invoices and confirmation of the order by Venezi@Opportunità.

Art 5 COSTS NOT APPLICABLE

Producers’ fees are not applicable, including those for executive production.

Payment of a supplier is subject to checking the supplier’s tax and social security position (DURC – Tax and Social Security Compliance Certificate) under the terms of a Decree issued by the Italian Ministry of Labour and Social Security dated 24 October 2007; explanatory circular No. 5 of 30 January 2008 issued by the Italian Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Policy; explanatory circular No. 35 of 8 October 2010 issued by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy.
ART 6 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE

Applications for funding will be submitted for unchallengeable judgement to a special Assessment Committe appointed annually by Venezia Opportunità comprising:

· 1 member nominated by Venezia Opportunità

· 1 member nominated the Venice Chamber of Commerce

· 1 member nominated by the Venice Municipality 

The committee may benefit from the non-binding opinion of experts (in cinema, economics, employment, marketing, tourism, etc).

The committee meets once a month.

The results of applications will be communicated by a public announcement through publication on the web site www.veneziaopportunita.it.

Venezia Opportunità will draw up a special Contract with the successful applicant.
Art 7 Obligations of the production team:

The Production Team undertakes to:
a) promptly communicate any amendments occurring since presentation of the application, in terms of artistic, financial, organizational, occupational impact issues, or any other amendment that makes the project different from the one described in the application (Venezia Opportunità reserves the right to revoke the contract if the amendments change anything previously communicated or approved).
b) define on signing the contract:

· a press conference organized by Venezia Opportunità on commencement of shooting, requiring the presence of at least one of the producers, the director and/or main members of the cast;

· permission to take/make available photographs of the set and backstage shots/interviews, according to a timetable and in the way agreed beforehand;

· visits to the set by a representative of Venezia Opportunità according to a timetable and in the way agreed;

· authorization to screen the work in the provincial territory in the qualified presence of representatives of the Production Team (producers, director, and/or at least one of the cast), involving Venezia Opportunità in the press conferences to present the work at national or international film festivals;

· inclusion of the wording “In collaboration with Venice Film Opportunity”, acknowledgements to Venezia Opportunità - Venice Film Opportunity (with logo) in the advertising material, communications and any other material produced to advertise the cinema or television work;

· inclusion of the wording: “In collaboration with Venezia Opportunità” in the closing credits (where applicable);

· the possibility for Venezia Opportunità to make and distribute territorial marketing material connected with the work (merely as an example: maps of the locations used, etc.) and use images of the film or set to produce material designed to promote the territory.

ART. 8 PROCEDURE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

Applications can be made at any time and will be assessed by the Committee, which meets once a month. Applications are examined in chronological order of receipt. Venezi@Opportunità guarantees a reply within 3 working days of the Committee’s decision. 

Applications (made on the appropriate form) must be submitted to Venezia Opportunità.

They must be forwarded by fax or certified or registered mail, together with the documentation mentioned below to: Venezi@Opportunità – Special Agency of the Venice Chamber of Commerce, at the following addresses:

Venezi@Opportunità, Azienda Speciale della Camera di Commercio di Venezia

Banchina Molini 8, Centro Direzionale Torre Uno, 30175, Marghera-Venezia 

Fax 0039-041-8106550; Tel. 0039-041-8106500; 

mail: veneziaopportunita@ve.camcom.it 

ART. 9 DOCUMENTATION TO FORWARD WITH APPLICATION
MERIT ASSESSMENT

a) Project presentation: subject/treatment/screenplay/story board

b) Production presentation

c) CVs of production, producers, authors, director, cast and creative talents (director of photography, composer, sceenwriter, costume designer, film editor, visual effects, etc.);

d) distribution or transmission agreement for the work, where applicable, or similar documents (letter of intent, etc.);

e) copy of the legal representative’s valid identity card.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Estimate of amount to be spent in the territory, indicating its relationship with the overall estimate of the cost of the product/work.

OCCUPATIONAL IMPACT

Estimate of use of local human resources: crew/cast

IMPACT ON TERRITORIAL PROMOTION

Besides what is shown in the table/marks, any considerations that point out impact on TERRITORIAL PROMOTION.

DOCUMENTATION REGARDING THE PRODUCTION COMPANY:
a) In the case of companies based abroad, Chamber of Commerce business register file search or equivalent document showing the company’s ID data, its corporate purpose and the name of its legal representative. In the case of Italian companies, Venezi@Opportunità will check the Chamber of Commerce entries directly.

b) Copy of the Memorandum of Association and Articles of Association, or other equivalent document that complies with current legislation.

c) Substitute affidavit certifying any other “de minimis” aid received during the two previous financial years and the current one, including a commitment to communicate all later significant variations.
Art. 10 Type of funding

If the beneficiaries are companies, the contributions are granted on a “de minimis” basis, in compliance with the EU Commission Regulation (EC) No 1998/2006 of 15 December 2006 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty to de minimis aid, published in the Official Journal of the European Union No. 379, series l of 28 December 2006.
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